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E.O. 11652: N/A 
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SUBJ: UN MEETING ON MEDIUM AND LONG-TERM SUDANO-SAHELIAN 
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS 

1 . TWO DAY MEETING CHAIRMED BY UN DEPUTY SECGEN MORSE 
COMPLETED ITS ACTIVITIES TODAY AND WILL BE DESCRIBED 

IN DETAIL BY SEPTEL. 

2. EOLLOWING IS STATEMENT GIVEN BY US DELEGATION 
CHAIRMAN DONALD BROWN: 

QUOTE: THE UNITED STATES IS MOST APPRECIATIVE OF THE 
OPPORTUNITY PROVIDED BY THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE 
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UN IN CALLING THIS MEETING TO TALK ABOUT THE CRITICAL 
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PROBLEMS AFFLICTING WEST AND CENTRAL AFRICA. 

WE AR ALL, OF COURSE, AWARE OF THE IMMEDIATE 
DIMENSIONS OF THE DROUGHT IN TERMS OF HUNGER, DEVAS- 
TATION OF LIVESTOCK HERDS, AND LOSS OF AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION. THE UNITED STATES, ALONG WITH MANY OF THE 
ORGANIZATIONS REPRESENTED HERE, IS INVOLVED IN THE 
HUMANITARIAN EFFORT OF RESPONDING TO THE IMMEDIATE 
NEEDS OF THE AFFECTED NATIONS AND THEIR PEOPLE. WE 
HAVE WELCOMED THE EFFORTS OF FAO TO IMPROVE COORDI- 
NATION AMONG ALL THE DONORS CONCERNED WITH THE MER- 
GENCY. HOWEVER, AS PRESIDENT NIXON INDICATED IN HIS 
LETTER OF JUNE 21 TO SECRETARY GENERAL WALDHEIM, THE 
U.S. STANDS PREPARED TO COMMIT ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
BEYOND IMMEDIATE EMERGENCY REQUIREMENTS AS FURTHER 
NEEDS ARE IDENTIFIED. THEREFORE, WE DEEPLY WELCOME 
THE FACT THAT THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE UN HAS CON- 
VENED THIS MEETING AIMED AT FOCUSING OUR ATTENTION ON 
MEDIUM AND LONG-TERM NEEDS OF THE EGION. EMERGENCY 
PROGRAMS CAN HELP EASE PRESENT HUMAN SUFFERING, BUT 
THEY CANNOT RESTORE THE ECONOMY OF THE REGION BACK TO 
ITS NORMAL LEVEL, NOR CAN THEY DEAL WITH WHAT APPEARS 
TO BE A LONG-TERM DETERIORATION OF THE REGION'S BASIC 
ECOLOGY. 

THE DROUGHT HAS DRAMATICALLY EMPHASIZED THE 
FRAGILITY OF THE ENVIRONMENT OF THE REGION. THIS 
FRAGILITY DEMANDS GREAT CARE IN PLANNING RECOVERY EF- 
FORTS. THIS PROCESS CAN SUCCEED ONLY IF THE AFRICAN 
GOVERNMENTS CONCERNED, WITH SUCH DONOR HELP AS THEY 
MAY DESIRE, CAN FIND MECHANISMS TO ELABORATE USEFUL 
PROGRAMS AND DEVELOP MEANS FOR THEIR PROPER EXECUTION. 
ENTHUSIASM FOR THE EFFORT EXISTS - IS IMPORTANT - BUT 
IS NOT SUFFICIENT TO ASSURE THE JOB WILL BE WELL DONE. 

THIS IS WHY WE PARTICULARLY WELCOME THE GENERAL 
CONCEPTS PUT FORWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN ON HOW THE UN 
SECRETARY GENERAL'S OFFICE MIGHT SERVE AS A FOCAL POINT 
IN THISPROCESS - TO HELP THE AFRICAN GOVERNMENTS OB- 
TAIN THE RSOURCES NEEDED TO DESIGN EFFECTIVE RECOVERY 
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PROGRAMS, TO ASSURE REASONABLE COORDINATION AMONG 
DONORS WHO ARE PREPARED TO RESPOND TO REQUESTS FOR 
RECOVERY EFFORTS MADE BY THE AFRICAN GOVERNMENTS AND 
REGIONAL INSTITUTIONS, AND TO HELP FACILITATE PREPA- 
RATIONS FOR LONG-TERM PLANNING. THE GENERAL CONCEPTS 
PUT FORWARD HERE SEEM TO US TO PROVIDE FOR THE KIND 
OF FLEXIBLE, DE-JNSTITI ITJON AT .IZF.D MECHANISMS WHICH 
CAN SUPPORT AFRICAN EFFORTS AND WOULD ALSO FIT THE 
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DIFFERENT INTERESTS AND MODES OE OPERATION EOUND 
THROUGHOUT THE DONOR COMMUNITY. 

AS WE BEGIN TO WORK TOGETHER ON THE MEDIUM AND 
LONG-TERM DEVELOPMENT OE THE REGION, WE MUST RECOGNIZE 
THE MAGNITUDE OE THE PROBLEM AND THE RESPONSES THAT 
ARE REQUIRED. THE U.S. HAS RECENTLY SOUGHT OUT THE 
VIEWS OE LEADING SCIENTISTS WHO HAVE DEALT WITH 
PROBLEMS OE THIS SIZE AND COMPLEXITY. WE HAVE STUDIED 
CAREEULLY THE RECOMMENDATIONS OE THE MARCH CONEERENCE 
OE MINISTERS IN OUAGADOUGOU AND HAVE EXCHANGED VIEWS 
WITH EXPERIENCED PERSONS EROM OTHER COUNTRIES. THSE 
INTERCHANGES LEAD US TO BELIEVE THAT PLANNING EOR THE 
MEDIUM TERM POSES A DIEFERENT TASK THANPLANNING EOR 
LONG-TERM PROGRESS. LET ME EXPLAIN THISMORE FULLY. 

MEDIUM-TERM RECOVERY 

IN OUR VIEW, AND THIS SEEMS TO BE SHARED BY OTHERS 
WHO HAVE TALKED HERE, THE MEDIUM-TERM RECOVERY PROGRAMS 
SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO RESTORING THE ABILITY OE THE 
REGION TO PRODUCE CROPS AND LIVESTOCK AS BEEORE AND TO 
RESUME ITS NORMAL DEVELOPMENT EFEORTS. WE BELIEVE THAT 
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